
TYPICAL STEPS TO LAND DEVELOPMENT



As a landowner or commercial developer planning any land development, your first steps 
involve thorough due diligence, market research, and understanding local zoning and 
permitting requirements to ensure feasibility and compliance. 


Here's a more detailed breakdown of the initial steps: 


1. Due Diligence & Property Assessment: 

• Survey the Property: Obtain a detailed survey to understand the property’s boundaries, 
topography, and any existing features or easements.


• Environmental Assessment: Conduct environmental assessments to identify any 
potential issues like wetlands, endangered species habitats, or soil contamination. 


• Zoning and Land Use Regulations: Research local zoning ordinances and land use 
plans to determine what types of development are permitted on the land. 


• Title Search: Conduct a thorough title search to ensure clear ownership and identify any 
potential liens or encumbrances. 


• Utility Availability: Investigate the availability and capacity of essential utilities like water, 
sewer, electricity, and gas.


2. Market Research & Feasibility: (Commercial) 

• Market Analysis: Assess the demand for the type of development you are proposing, 
considering factors like population growth, economic trends, and competition.


• Target Audience: Identify your target audience and understand their needs and 
preferences.


• Financial Projections: Develop a comprehensive financial plan, including costs, revenue 
projections, and a realistic timeline for development and sales. 


3. Planning & Design: 

• Conceptual Design: Develop a conceptual plan for the development, outlining the layout 
of buildings, roads, and infrastructure. 


• Site Plan: Create a detailed site plan that shows the location of all buildings, roads, 
utilities, and landscaping.


• Architectural Design: Engage with architects to develop building designs that meet your 
vision and comply with local codes.


• Engineering Design: Work with engineers to design the necessary infrastructure 
including roads, utilities, and drainage systems.


4. Permitting & Approvals: 

• Pre-Application Meetings: Meet with local planning officials to discuss your project and 
obtain guidance on the permitting process.


• Permit Applications: Prepare and submit all necessary permit applications, including 
zoning permits, building permits, and environmental permits.


• Public Hearings: Be prepared for public hearings and address any concerns raised by 
the community.


• Obtain Approvals: Secure all necessary approvals from local government agencies. 
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